THE BURNING OF ROKEBY
The scene is in Yorkshire during the Civil War. Lord Rokeby is
a prisoner in the hands of Oswald WyclifTe, lord of Barnard Castle.
Bertram Risingham attacks Rokeby Castle to secure a treasure
stored there. He is in league with Oswald, \vho wishes to marry
his son, Wilfrid, a gentle poetic youth, to Lord Rokeby's daughter
Matilda. Matilda loves Redmond O'Neale, Lord Rokeby's page.
> whither would you lead me, then?5
Quoth the Friar of orders grey;
And the ruffians twain replied again,
cBy a dying woman to pray.'
'I see,5 he said, ca lovely sight,
A sight bodes little harm,
.A lady as a lily bright,
With an infant on her arm.5
'Then do thine office, Friar grey,
And see thou shrive her free!
Else shall the sprite, that parts to-night,
Fling all its guilt on thee.
'Let mass be said, and trentals1 read,
When thou'rt to convent gone,
And bid the bell of St. Benedict
Toll out its deepest tone.'
The shrift is done, the Friar is gone,
Blindfolded as he came.
Next morning all in Littlecot Hall
Were weeping for their dame.
1 Set of thirty successive daily masses for the dead.
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